into battle
for the freedom and restoration of France. What our relations
will be with the Bordeaux Government I cannot tell. They have
delivered themselves over to the enemy, and lie wholly in his power.
He may do much by blandishments or by severities, by propaganda,
and by the choosing of pro-German Ministers to make our relations
difficult. We do not know whether we shall be allowed to have
any British representative in the restricted region called " un-
occupied France," because that is entirely surrounded by and under
the control of the enemy ; but, relying upon the true genius of the
French people, and their judgment upon what has happened, when
they are allowed to know the facts, we shall endeavour to keep such
contacts as are possible through the bars of their prison. Meanwhile
we must look to our own salvation and effectual defence, upon
which not only British but French, European, and world-wide
fortunes depend.
The safety of Great Britain and the British Empire is powerfully,
though not decisively, affected by what happens to the French
Fleet,   When it became clear that the defeat and subjugation of
France was imminent and that her fine army, on which so many
hopes were set, was reeling under the German flail, M. Reynaud, the
courageous Prime Minister, asked me to come to Tours, which I did
on  13th June, accompanied by the Foreign Secretary and the
Minister for Aircraft Production, Lord Beaverbrosk.    I see that
some accounts have been given, of these conversations by the
Bordeaux Government which do not at all correspond with the
facts.   We have, of course, a record kept by one of the Cabinet
secretaries who came with us, and I do not propose to go into
this now at any length.   M. Reynaud, after dwelling on the con-
ditions at the front and the state of the French Army, with which
I was well acquainted, asked me whether Great Britain would
release France from her obligations not to negotiate for an armistice
or peace without the consent of her British Ally.    Although I
knew how great French sufferings were, and that we had not so
far endured equal trials or made an equal contribution in the field,
I felt bound to say that I could not give consent.    I said that there
would be no use in adding mutual reproaches to the other miseries
we might have to bear, but that I could not give consent.  We agreed
that a further appeal should be made by M. Reynaud to the United
States and that if the reply was not sufficient to enable M. Reynaud
to go on fighting—and he, after all, was the fighting spirit—then
we should meet again and take a decision in the light of the new
factors.
On the 16th I received a message from M. Reynaud, who had
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